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THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

HOLY EUCHARIST 
9:00 A.M. SERVICE 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 

Processional  Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven Hymn 410 

 

  Liturgy of the Word 
 

Opening Acclamation  Enriching Our Worship I 
The Celebrant says 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Javier E. Almendárez-Bautista, Celebrant  
The Rev. Alice Graham Grant, Homilist  
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The following is sung. 

Gloria  Glory to God Hymnal S 278 

Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, 
that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Children’s Processional All Things Bright and Beautiful Hymn 405 
  Verse 1 
  Children’s Chapel is for children ages 3 to 2nd grade.  

First Reading  Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22 

A Reading from Esther. 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking wine, the king 
again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even 
to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and 
if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is my request. 
For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold 
merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to 
the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” 
Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has 
prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, 
“Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of 
the king abated. 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 
both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth 
day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the 
month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should 
make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day  Psalm 124 

1  If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
 let Israel now say; 

2  If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
 when enemies rose up against us; 

3  Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
 in their fierce anger toward us; 

4  Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
 and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 
 have gone right over us. 

6  Blessed be the Lord! * 
 he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7  We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8  Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 

Second Reading  James 5:13-20 

A Reading from James. 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any 
among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with 
oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who 
has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he 
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you should 
know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and will cover a 
multitude of sins. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God 
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Gradual  Eternal Ruler of the Ceaseless Round Hymn 617 
 

Gospel  Mark 9:38-50 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my 
name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, 
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a 
great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, 
cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 
And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to 
be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
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God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is 
never quenched. “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 
season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
 

Homily   The Rev. Alice Graham Grant 

Nicene Creed 

All who are able, stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
People’s Response: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Confession of Sin  BCP 360 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

All who are able, kneel. Minister and People  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

Peace   BCP 360 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Announcements  

 Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Offertory   
 

Eucharistic Prayer 3   
The people remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Celebrant proceeds. 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal 
Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.  You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the 
sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.   

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars 
sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:  

Celebrant and People 

Sanctus  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Hymnal S 128 
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The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to 
the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise.  Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be 
human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.   

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and 
restored us to the glory you intend for us.   

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you:  this cup 
is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 
of me.”   

And so, remembering all that was done for us:  the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s 
coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim 
you, O Christ:  

Memorial Acclamation 
Celebrant and People 

Dying, you destroyed our death.   
Rising, you restored our life.   
Christ Jesus, come in glory!   

The Celebrant then continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of 
your Christ.  Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love.   

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed Paul, and all your 
people into the joy of our true eternal home.   

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator 
in voices of unending praise.   

Celebrant and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Lord’s Prayer   BCP 364 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem  Christ Our Passover Hymnal S 154 

 
 



7 

Holy Communion 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

If you are at home or otherwise unable to take communion, you may say the following prayer. 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. 
I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive 
you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, 
in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

Final Prayer  
Celebrant and People 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food as we hear your 
Word proclaimed and gather at your holy Table. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may 
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.    

Blessing 

Recessional  Go Forth for God; Go to the World in Peace Hymn 347 
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Dismissal 
 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Postlude   Joanna Li, organist 

 

Music Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725331 
All of the music for today’s service is prerecorded by members of St. Paul’s Music Ministries using “virtual choir” techniques (individually recorded 
tracks electronically submitted), and is compiled and engineered by Russell McKinney, Minister of Music, and accompanied by Joanna Li, organist. 
All music is licensed for broadcast through CCS WORSHIP Cast License #9427.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Acknowledging that all of St. Paul’s gifts come from God, the mission of St. Paul’s Church is to know Christ and to make Christ known.   

 

Church Phone:  919-467-1477    Fax:  919-467-0152 
Web Site: www.stpaulscary.org 

The Rev. George Adamik, Rector x 13 | George.Adamik@stpaulscary.org 
The Rev. Javier E. Almendárez-Bautista, Associate Rector x12 | Javier@stpaulscary.org 
The Rev. Alice Graham Grant, Associate Rector x39 | Alice@stpaulscary.org 
The Rev. Antoinette Wike, Priest Associate Tony.Wike@stpaulscary.org 
The Rev. Candy Snively, Deacon Candy.Snively@stpaulscary.org 
Russell McKinney, Minister of Music x 15 | Rusty.McKinney@stpaulscary.org 
Andrea Dreier, Music Associate  
Joanna Li, Organist 


